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 Mather Training Center at Storer College 

 

 Students at Storer College 
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Women's History Month Presentation 

In recognition of Women’s History Month and in conjunction with 

the 150th Anniversary of Storer College, Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Park invites the public to a special presentation entitled 

“Missionaries and Money:  How Free Baptist Women Influenced 

Storer College” on Saturday, March 18, 2017 at 2:00 PM.  This 

program will focus on the history of the women who worked 

tirelessly to raise money for Storer College’s buildings’ fund and of 

those who were the missionary teachers from the 1870s to the 1910s. 

 

The presentation will be held at the Mather Training Center, 2nd 

floor classroom.  After the program, weather permitting, attendees 

will be invited to walk the former Storer College campus with a park 

ranger to further discuss the buildings’ histories.  For additional 

information, please call 304-702-5684. 

 

To see the full schedule of events for the 150th Anniversary of Storer 

College, visit go.nps.gov/StorerCollege. 

Contact:  Autumn Cook at autumn_cook@nps.gov. 
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Town Calendar 
All meetings are at Town Hall, unless noted otherwise. 

 

Mar. 20     Trail and Town Alliance meeting, 5 pm 

Mar. 20     Historic Landmarks Commission, 7 pm 

Mar. 22     Harpers Ferry Foundation Board meeting, 5:30 pm 

Mar. 23     Special Town Council Budget Committee meeting, 7 pm 

Apr. 5       Municipal court, 7 pm 

Apr. 10     Town Council meeting, 7 pm       

Apr. 17     Trail and Town Alliance, 5 pm         

Apr. 17     Historic Landmarks Commission, 7 pm 

 

OFFICE STAFF  304 535-2206 

Financial Officer  Barri Avallone   Ext. 3 

Town Clerk  Nancy Cummins    Ext. 2 

Water Clerk  Angie Cummings   Ext. 1 

Ordinance Compliance Officer Kevin Hamilton 

Police Clerk   Susan Waters   304  535-6366 

Did you know? 

 If you move to Harpers Ferry or Bolivar and want to start water service, you must apply 

for new water service and new sewer service for each and pay a deposit for each. 

 When you get ready to move out, you must fill out a Termination Form, giving the 

effective date, so that the Water Dept. can read your meter, shut it off and send you a 

final bill. 

 The New Water Service, New Sewer Service and Termination Forms are downloadable 

on the town website under the Water Dept. tab.  They are also available at Town Hall. 

Communicating with the Mayor or Council 

Mayor          Greg Vaughn               hfmayor@frontier.com 

Recorder     Kevin Carden               kevin.carden@harpersferrywv.us 

Council        Betsy Bainbridge         betsybainbridge@yahoo.com 

Members     Jerry Hutton       jerwar@frontiernet.net 

         Hardy Johnson       hsjohnsonjr@yahoo.com 

         Charlotte Thompson    charlotte.thompson@harpersferrywv.us 

         Helen “Hap” Becker    hap.becker@harpersferrywv.us 

Water Dept. Phone: 304-535-2206 ext. 1  acummings@harpersferrywv.us 

HARPERS FERRY WATER WORKS 

How to pay your water/sewer bill: 
 

Monday- Friday 8-12:     The window at the Police Office at Town Hall will be open.  As of May,          

                                           the Police Dept. will no longer be accepting water payments.  They  

                                           may be paid at Town Hall office M-W, 10 am - noon.  AS OF JULY 1, 

                                           WE WILL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTING CASH. 

Other times:       Call 304-535-2206 Ext. 1 to make an appointment to see the Water Clerk. 

7 days a week:      Leave payment with stub in the slotted box on the Police Dept. door or the 

      Town Hall door at the east end of the Town Hall. 

Mail your payment:      HF Water Works, PO Box 217, Harpers Ferry, WV  25425 

Pay online:       Go to https://harpersferrywv.epayub.com.   

 

If you notice 

street lights are 

out, please call 

the Potomac 

Edison hotline 

number to 

report:  888-544-

4877. 

 

Newsletter Information: 
 

Editor /Layout: Nancy Cummins 

ncummins@harpersferrywv.us 

Next deadline:   

Friday,  April 14, 2017 
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TOWN COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Congratulations to Jean and Lin Hale, of 800 East Ridge Street, and formerly of Briscoe House, who celebrated their 65th 

wedding anniversary on March 1, with their three children and the youngest of their four grandchildren, Jack, two and a half, 

who lives at the Jackson Rose Bed and Breakfast in Bolivar. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HALES! 

There are multiple vacancies for the below Commission and Committee.  Please consider serving on one or both of these.  

Our success as a community depends on citizen volunteers. 

 

1. Planning Commission - multiple vacancies 

2. Cultural Arts and Recreation Committee - multiple vacancies 

 

Please submit a short resume to the Town Clerk (Nancy Cummins) at Town Hall by March 29, 2017.  If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact Nancy at 304-535-2206, ext. 2. 

NEW COMMITTEE 

Harpers Ferry Town Hall has recently created the Cultural Arts and Recreation Committee to 

promote participation, knowledge, enjoyment, and appreciation of the performing, literary, and visual 

arts, and wholesome recreation activities through community participation and interaction.   The end 

goal is to strengthen the quality of life in Harpers Ferry by working to establish programs, events, and 

information that will help residents access the arts and recreation through many different venues 

encompassing multiple sources. 

 

The Committee consists of five members who are appointed by the Town Council.  The  members 

first selected shall serve respectively for 1 year (2 members), 2 years, (2 members, and 3 years (1 member.)  Thereafter, the 

members shall be selected for terms of 2 years each.  Appointments will expire on December 31 of the expiration year.  The 

Committee will be a standing committee of the Town Council and its leadership will consist of a Chairperson, Vice Chair, and 

Secretary.  The Committee will meet on a monthly basis or an alternate schedule approved by the Town Council. 

REMINDER!! 

The deadline to apply for PARKING PERMITS is March 31. 
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The election for Mayor and Town Council will be held June 13. Two candidates are running for 

mayor, incumbent, Greg Vaughn and Wayne Bishop.  There are ten candidates for Town Council:  

Shirley Caniford, Robert Case, Deborah DeMaris, Peter Dessauer, Barbara Humes, Hardwick 

Johnson, Deborah McGee, Charlotte Thompson, Marjorie Yost, and Ed Wheeless.   

Candidates were asked to submit a statement about themselves for the newsletter.  Kevin Carden, the 

Town Recorder is running unopposed.  Most of the candidates are included here, and if not, they will 

hopefully be in next month’s edition. 

Shirley Caniford 

As a town council candidate, I am eager to offer our community the 

dedication and attention it deserves.  Harpers Ferry is a beautiful town with 

wonderful people, captivating resources, and enchanting heritage.  As a 

lifelong resident, I have watched this area attract a diverse, growing populace.  

Throughout my life, I have been employed by the National Park Service so I 

have genuine history of actually working for the town on multiple issues and 

initiatives.  I am dearly committed to always providing careful time and 

attention to the interests of our hometown.  In my retirement, I have dedicated 

my focus to the ever-changing issues that our town government has 

encountered.  I am hopeful to lend all my efforts to our residents and 

merchants in cooperatively establishing opportunities for everyone.  The 

quaintness, history, and appeal of our area is truly ours to share without 

excessive debate.  If elected, I intend to approach all concerns with impartiality 

and uphold an integral part of the decision-making processes for the welfare of 

Shirley and husband, James 

Deborah De Maris 

 Hello Neighbors, 

 I am running because I know I can make a difference. 

 I was born in Texas and criss-crossed the country until my husband, Earl, brought me 

here on   our first date twelve years ago. We bought our home and got married at the 

promontory overlook nine years ago. We secured our plot in Harper Cemetery last year. 

We are here to stay. 
 

My professional experience would empower me to help our town.  I am a business broker 

(I help people buy or sell businesses), and in that capacity I have been “behind the 

curtain” with developers and business owners. Working in New York as a Job Developer/Employment and 

Training Specialist honed my skills in contract negotiation and arbitration.  I also owned two small 

businesses making me aware of all the challenges commerce entails. 
       

I want a hotel that we don’t have to subsidize.  Why shouldn’t the developer contribute to the 

infrastructure upgrades that they require? 
       

I want to ensure historical integrity and the natural beauty of the site.  I am concerned with the effects of 

demolition and construction on the structural soundness of our tiny fragile town. 
       

Didn’t you come here to escape big developments and McMansions? 

      

Town Council Candidates 

UPCOMING TOWN ELECTIONS 
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Peter Dessauer 

I am a 40 year veteran with the National Park Service serving in the capacity of Historical Architect 

since 1977.  I moved to Harpers Ferry in 1992 for a position at Harpers Ferry 

National Historical Park and  have been in residence here every year since that time.  

My formal education involved graduations and degrees from Deerfield Academy, 

Tufts University (BA), Clemson University, and the University of Florida (MA 

Architecture). I arrived in a “round-about” manner to Harpers Ferry after years 

working in Alaska with the BLM and with the NPS at the Denver Service Center, in 

New York City with the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island projects, and in Boston 

with the Old State House and Fanueil Hall projects.  My passions include History 

and Historical Architecture. I am a firm believer in preservation and that 

development at the right and limited scale, style, and impact can cohabitate with 

preservation.  Harpers Ferry is a gentle environment worth protecting.  Its historic town character – an 

international reputation – must be conserved for the benefit, access, and safety of all residents and 

Barbara Humes 

 

Barbara is a native West Virginian and has lived in Harpers Ferry for 16 

years.  During this time she has been involved with many town 

governance activities.  She has served on the town’s Planning 

Commission, as the municipal representative to the Jefferson County 

Planning Commission, Chairperson of the Elks Run Watershed Study 

Committee, member of the Storm Water Committee,  member of the 

Comprehensive Plan Committee, and for the past 6 years as chairperson 

of the Water Commission.  As an interested citizen she attends many 

meetings of the Town Council, commissions, and committees in order to 

stay abreast of issues that affect our town and our quality of life.  She is a 

member of the Woman’s Club of the Harpers Ferry District where she serves as coordinator of the 

annual Schilling Scholarship Award and recently appointed as club archivist.  She also serves on the 

board of the Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle as secretary and records manager and is treasurer of 

the Jefferson County Youth Board.  She is a member of the Trinity UMC in Martinsburg where she 

serves on the Staff-Parish Relations Board.  She graduated long ago from Shepherd College (now 

Shepherd University) and Maryland University and is currently enrolled in the Shepherd University 

Lifelong Learning program.   She is retired from the U.S. Department of Education.   

Hardy Johnson 

Dr. Hardwick Smith Johnson, Jr.  “Hardy” holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Atlanta 

Christian College, a Master’s degree from Georgia Southern University, and the Doctor of 

Education degree from Nova Southeastern University.   He is currently a School 

Psychologist with Washington County Public Schools.   As a council member, he has 

served on both the parking and office operations committees, and as a member of the 

Historic Landmarks Commission.  He prides himself on being a voice for citizens on 

Council, and a staunch defender of Historic Harpers Ferry.   Dr. Johnson’s other service to 

the town includes duties on the Historic Harper Cemetery Board of Trustees and service 

on the Harpers Ferry-Bolivar Historic Town Foundation.  He serves each Sunday in the 

Sacristy at St. Paul’s K Street (Episcopal), and is an active member of the Sons of the 

American Revolution and the Society of the Cincinnati.  He enjoys genealogy, hiking the Maryland Heights, 

reading, and a nice cabernet.   A Georgia native, Johnson moved to Harpers Ferry four years ago with husband 

Dr. Shaun Amos and their geriatric poodle Tucker.  They restored and live in a 1927 bungalow on West Ridge 

Street.  Dr. Johnson is now extremely proud to call Harpers Ferry “home”.  
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Deborah McGee 

When I walked into the house at 821 East Ridge Street in 2005, I felt as if I had come home. A 

native of East Tennessee, I loved the rivers and hills that surround Harpers Ferry. Now, I know 

those rivers and hills are the frame for an extraordinary town filled with people who care 

passionately about its future. If elected, I will work for this common goal of preserving Harpers 

Ferry for future generations while providing safety and services to current residents and 

businesses. My husband, Curt, and I have lived in, visited, and learned from historic towns in 

across the nation. I have worked for PBS and education foundations. I now teach inclusive pre-

kindergarten classes in Maryland. An advocate for reading, I joined the Bolivar-Harpers Ferry 

Library Board of Trustees in 2007. I serve as Secretary on the Historic Landmarks 

Commission, and Vice President for the Harpers Ferry-Bolivar Historic Town Foundation. 

Membership in the Woman’s Club has given me many happy hours with friends who do so 

much good for our community. I said ‘yes’ when Senator John Unger asked me to help support 

the summer lunch program for children. I enjoy cooking, church activities, walking, writing, fishing, and hiking. 

My four children, and seven grandchildren, share the view that Harpers Ferry is a special place, a place I would 

Charlotte Thompson 

Charlotte has lived in Harpers Ferry for over thirty years. She has had a successful 

career as an educator/librarian in nearby Maryland public schools.  First elected to the 

Harpers Ferry Town Council in 2001, her re-elections indicate her success as a 

Council member, knowledgeable about operational procedures for good, local 

governance. Her familiarity with critical issues has enabled her to demonstrate 

leadership in protecting the historic 19th-century village character of Harpers Ferry 

and encouraging resident input for the renovation of Hilltop House. She worked with 

other officials to pass Home Rule to help keep the Harpers Ferry economy strong with 

a solid tax base. 
 

Charlotte has consistently focused on upgrading the town’s infrastructure. She has 

obtained grants to support the Potomac Street renovation, water upgrades, and restoration of Washington 

Street sidewalks.  At the outbreak of the 2015 fire, Charlotte helped organize the orderly deployment of 

emergency services and monitoring of resident safety. She helped merchant and community members in 

rebuilding efforts. 
 

Charlotte has worked to help finance and promote an effective police department.  She has worked with the 

parking committee to safely regulate the town’s limited parking.  
 

 

Ed Wheeless 
Ed Wheeless purchased Laurel Lodge, a historic house on East Ridge Street, in 

2001, while living in Washington, DC. He and his partner, Chris Craig, made it 

their full-time home in 2005 and opened it as a bed and breakfast two years later. 

Ed enjoyed sharing his home and Harpers Ferry with thousands of guests over the 

nine-year life of the inn. He has been actively involved in town volunteer efforts 

and town government since moving to Harpers Ferry. He joined the Historic 

Landmarks Commission in 2009 and became its chair in 2010. In that role, he 

recognized the need and devoted many hours in an effort to update town landmark 

and zoning regulations and to bring them into greater compliance with West 

Virginia code. As secretary of the Harpers Ferry-Bolivar Historic Town 

Foundation he has been active in fire relief and other community efforts. He is also on the board of the Harpers 

Ferry Park Association. Ed has worked for 28 years as a software engineer for a government contractor based 

in Alexandria, Virginia. He enjoys cooking, bicycling and other outdoor recreation, and the Harpers Ferry 

community. If elected to Town Council, he promises to work diligently, listen intently, and to strive to 

celebrate and protect the history, the resources and the quality of life in this town he loves. 
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Midge Yost 

 

Take a drive on Washington Street in the morning and you’ll see our small town waking up.  

Kids waiting for the bus, parents dropping off kids at daycare, and volunteer firefighters 

maintaining trucks. 

  

Dig deeper and you’ll see kids waiting for the bus in front of the recently robbed bank and 

walking to school across from the 7-11 that’s been held up twice.  Our dedicated law 

enforcement officers no longer patrol our sister city of Bolivar, and we need to mend that 

divide.  Our volunteer firefighters, who risk life and limb for us, deserve to have their funding 

from parking tickets again.   

  

I think it’s time for a Town Council that puts people first when it comes to policy and protecting our fragile 18th 

century village.  When agenda items are discussed by council members, you should know what’s at stake and have a 

voice at the table.  I want you to be heard, I want you to be respected, and I want to represent you as a member of a 

Town Council that champions free speech.  

  

Midge Flinn Yost is a 16 year resident of Harpers Ferry.  She is an Emmy-Award winning filmmaker and Creative 

Director for O’Keefe Communications.   

 

 

Greg Vaughn, candidate for mayor 

I am seeking re-election because I have not fulfilled my personal goals for the Town.  We still 

have no hotel, many of our historic homes, streets, and sidewalks continue to deteriorate, and 

our water supply/distribution system  remains an issue.  I am committed to continue fulfilling 

these and other critical needs.   
 

I am pleased to highlight some significant accomplishments during my four years as Mayor.  

These include:  

-improving Town Hall office procedures and staffing 

-creating and filling a code enforcement officer position  

-amending our nuisance ordinance to include strict enforcement guidelines for our 

historic structures 

-establishing municipal court proceedings for our code officer 

-acquiring several substantial State and Federal grants  

-obtaining Home Rule authority that included a new 1% sales tax revenue stream  

-leading the massive recovery efforts for the 2015 fire  

-re-engaging  SWaN and mandating corrective actions for their Armory Houses  

-overseeing the multimillion dollar re-development of Potomac Street, and  

-drafting a new ordinance creating a vacant and uninhabitable structures regulatory board.   

I have also attempted to retain stability, reason, and fairness among all stakeholders as the Town continues its 

development of guidelines for the hotel land parcels.  We have a lot yet to accomplish, but with your support, we 

can continue to achieve greater success.  
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Join in the fun and celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 22, from 9 am - 5 pm at Harpers Ferry/

Bolivar’s Third Annual Flip Flop Festival. This celebration of our region’s outdoors will begin 

Saturday morning with a festival at the Odd Fellows Lodge and adjacent Park grounds, 

Fillmore Street. There will be music, food, vendors, outdoor activities, and workshops on 

hiking, bicycling, and other ways to enjoy nature in and around Harpers Ferry. 

  

At 7 pm, Saturday, thru-hiker/author Derrick Lugo, aka Mr. Fabulous, will share pictures 

and stories from his 2100-mile hike on the Appalachian Trail. This event will take place at the Light 

Horse Inn Barn. 

  

Help send off some of our 2017 crop of Flip Flop hikers (Harpers Ferry to 

Maine, returning for Harpers Ferry to Georgia) at a pancake breakfast 7-9 am, 

Sunday morning at Camp Hill-Wesley Methodist Church. Workshops and 

guided hikes will continue on Sunday, April 23. 

  

Activities are still being added. Follow the progress at 

www.appalachiantrail.org/flipflop or by following us on Facebook. If you know 

of potential vendors or speakers who would like to take part, contact Chris Craig, 

304-535-2886 or ccraig@laurellodge.com. 

   

Musicians from last 

year’s festival. 

FLIP FLOP FESTIVAL  

Step back in time and make pie the 1860 way!  On Saturday, March 25, 2017, Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Park will offer a 3-hour baking workshop.  Participants will have the chance to bake and enjoy 

fresh fruit pie baked the 19th century way on a wood or coal burning stove.  

Learn about the connections between the town's early industrial history and local immigrant Baker and 

Brewer, Frederick Roeder. Compare 19th century baking methods and discover how the historic Victorian 

system of food production, today called the slow food movement, was achieved.  

A workshop fee of $50.00 for adult participants covers baking ingredients and instruction by park staff in 

woodstove oven management. This event is suitable for children 12 and up with an attending parent. Visit 

go.nps.gov/HFworkshops for information about registering for this workshop. Registration closes on 

March 17th, 2017 and is limited to 6 participants.  
Contact: Melinda Day, 304-535-6063  

 

American as Apple Pie 

mailto:ccraig@laurellodge.com
https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities/sendmail/sendemail.cfm?o=6680D7B293D7AE83B0BA0A8FF707B8E3419250&r=/hafe/learn/news/apple-pie-workshop-2017.htm
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WV State Fire Marshal Blasting Regulations and Invitation to Submit Questions 
By Patrick Tierney 

 

 In July 2016, the WV Legislature approved rules that address blasting-related safety and property 

protection standards, which apply throughout the state, including municipalities like Harpers Ferry.  For example, 

the rules address: 

Preventing injury to persons or property outside of a blast area; 

Blast vibration limits to decrease incidence of damage to structures and public utilities outside of the blast 

zone; 

Air blast limits; 

Monitoring of blasting activity using calibrated equipment; 

Restricting blast debris, including “fly rock” from leaving a blast site; 

Enforcing blasting-related laws, related to, among other things, the storage and use of explosives; 

Authorizing the State Fire Marshal to investigate explosions; 

Authorizing the State Fire Marshal to issue and revoke blasting licenses and permits; and 

Imposing civil and criminal penalties for not following the law. 

The WV Fire Marshal’s office also, at the request of a city, will oversee blasting and monitor it with their own 

equipment. 

You can review the state blasting laws and regulations at the following links: 

WV code:  http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=29&art=3&section=5#03 

WV state fire 
code:  http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Documents/Laws%20and%20Code/State%20Fire%20Code.pdf 
 
National Fire Protection Association - NFPA 495:  Explosive Materials Code (click on free access to the 2013 
edition of the NDPA 495):  http://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-
and-standards?mode=code&code=495 

The WV Fire Marshal also provides the following blasting-related information: 

Information concerning "What to do if your home has been damaged by blasting":   

(http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Documents/WHAT%20TO%20DO%20IS%20YOUR%20HOME%20IS

%20DAMAGED%20BY%20BLASTING.pdf) and 

Blasting complaint procedures:  

(http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Divisions/Fire%20Services/Documents/Licensing/BLASTING%20COM

PLAINT%20PROCEDURES.pdf). 

For more background on blasting, please see the Blasting and Explosives FAQs prepared by the City of 

Overland Park, KS:  https://www.opkansas.org/doing-business/permits-and-licenses/blasting-and-explosives-

permits/blasting-faqs/ 

 

       The WV Fire Marshal’s office has offered to answer questions from the Harpers Ferry community about 

blasting. The answers are planned to be made publicly available.  Please review the informational 

resources discussed above and submit blasting-related questions to 

hfvibrationcommittee@gmail.com by close of business March 31, 2017, for transmission to the Fire 

Marshal’s office.   

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=29&art=3&section=5#03
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Documents/Laws%20and%20Code/State%20Fire%20Code.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards?mode=code&code=495
http://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards?mode=code&code=495
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Documents/WHAT%20TO%20DO%20IS%20YOUR%20HOME%20IS%20DAMAGED%20BY%20BLASTING.pdf
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Documents/WHAT%20TO%20DO%20IS%20YOUR%20HOME%20IS%20DAMAGED%20BY%20BLASTING.pdf
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Divisions/Fire%20Services/Documents/Licensing/BLASTING%20COMPLAINT%20PROCEDURES.pdf
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Divisions/Fire%20Services/Documents/Licensing/BLASTING%20COMPLAINT%20PROCEDURES.pdf
https://www.opkansas.org/doing-business/permits-and-licenses/blasting-and-explosives-permits/blasting-faqs/
https://www.opkansas.org/doing-business/permits-and-licenses/blasting-and-explosives-permits/blasting-faqs/
mailto:hfvibrationcommittee@gmail.com
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Tyrone Brandyburg, a 32-year veteran of the National Park Service (NPS), has been selected as 

the new superintendent of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, WV. He was most recently the 

superintendent of Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site, NC.  “The National Capital Region 

is pleased to welcome Tyrone to the team,” Regional Director Bob Vogel said. “He has a great 

reputation as a leader and motivator, and his passion for making history relevant to modern 

society will support the great work happening at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” 

  

Prior to serving at Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site, Brandyburg served six years as 

superintendent of Moores Creek National Battlefield, N.C. He also worked for 12 years at Tuskegee Institute National 

Historic Site, Alabama. 

   

Brandyburg has served as chief ranger at Booker T. Washington National Monument in Hardy, Va., as chief of 

interpretation at Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site, in Topeka, Kan., and as an interpretive ranger in 

the Sugarlands District (Tenn.) of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. He began his NPS career in college as a co-op 

student at Fort Sumter National Monument in Charleston, S.C. 

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Welcomes New Superintendent 

 Necessity: The Mother of Invention 

 Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites the public to a Women’s History Month Program, 

“Necessity:  The Mother of Invention” from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday, March 25-26, 

2017.  Come see industrial revolution machines, gadgets, and gizmos that helped save time, money and 

established a burgeoning middle class. 

 

Harpers Ferry women took advantage of these inventions and used them in their everyday lives.  Living history staffed 

exhibits will feature industrial and scientific advances in medicines, home entertainment, food preservation, 

commercial baking, and clothing production.  

  

OBITUARY FOR ISABEL CASSIDY BLIGH 

On December 28, 2016, Isabel Cassidy Bligh, age 82, passed away.  She was a retired teacher and reading 

specialist at Edison High School and Thomas Jefferson High School in Fairfax County.  Earlier she taught 

for many years in the District of Columbia Public Schools and after retirement was a substitute teacher for 

Job Corps of Harpers Ferry, WV.  She received a masters degree in education from George Washington 

University and a bachelor’s degree from Wilson Teachers College.  She is survived by daughters, Carol 

Bligh Snavely, Laura Bligh and Alice Vivien Bligh; two grandchildren; and brothers, Hugh T. Cassidy and 

John W. Cassidy.  She was preceded in death by husbands, Alan B. Bligh of Alexandria, Virginia, and Gene 

Sessions of Ocala, Florida.  A memorial service was previously held at the Mount Vernon Unitarian Church.  

In lieu of  flowers, contributions may be made to Planned Parenthood or to the Greenspring Scholars Fund,  

c/o Philanthropy Office, 7410 Spring Village Drive, Springfield, VA 22150. 

Demaine Funeral Home 

5308 Backlick Road 

Springfield, VA  22151 

(703) 941-9428 

See more at   http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?

pid=183707720#sthash.tZ0J4Ib8.dpuf 
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Help Restore the Robert Harper Grave Stone 
 

 
The Friends of Harper Cemetery and the Trustees of Harper Cemetery are working with Robert Mosko, 

our official conservator, to restore the grave stone of Robert Harper, 

Founder of Harpers Ferry.  Robert Harper’s broken and fallen grave 

stone is located within the only plot in the Harper Cemetery that is 

encompassed within a four sided, square, stone wall. The tablet is 

lying on the ground, approximately fifteen feet from the base and tier 

where it appears it originally stood. The legibility of the tablet is 

highly obscured from weather as well as biological growth. The base 

appears to be sunken. The stone will be excavated and exhumed and 

cleaned. The missing bottom corners of the tablet will be replaced. 

The base will be exhumed and reset at the appropriate height as 

indicated by the stone upon the appropriate ballast, level and plumb. 

Once the tablet has adequately cured, it will be reset upon its tier with the appropriate setting mortar 

between the joints. When complete, a dedication ceremony will be held to celebrate the restoration. 

 

The cost of restoring the grave stone is $1,500.00 (one thousand-five 

hundred dollars). Citizens and interested individuals are encouraged to 

make a tax-deductible contribution to help with the restoration. Checks 

should be made payable to “Friends of Harper Cemetery,” and mailed 

to P. O. Box 106, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. Friends of Harper 

Cemetery, Inc. is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax 

deductible. 

NOTICE 
 

The town’s land use attorney, Mr. Mark Sadd, has responded to legal questions he received.  His 

responses are available at Town Hall, or by calling the Town Clerk at  304-535-2206, ext. 2. 


