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During the process of your water meter exchange, service witt be briefty

interrupted. This interruption causes a pressure change, that can break

sediment loose within the service tine. Betow is a set of instructions to ftush

the water distribution system.

FLUSHING INSTRUCTIONS AFTER METER EXCHANGE:

1. Open nearest outside hose spigot and let run.

2. With outside spigot stit[ running, move to the lowest non-aerated faucet

(bathtub or stop sink) let cotd water run.

3. lf non-aerated faucet is unavaitabte remove aerator (tittte screen

screwed onto the end of each faucet).

4. Continue with cold water faucets, one by one, untit you systematicatty

open at[ faucets throughout your home.

5. Attow atl faucets to run simuttaneoustyfor a minimum of 5 minutes.

6. Turn off each faucet, beginning at the highest [eve[ of your home.

7. Ctean and re-instatt att aerators.

IMPORTANT!

o Do not drink water during ftushing process.
o Do not use hot water until ftushing is complete.
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To: Harpers FerryTown Councit

From: Christian Pechuekonis

February 25,2026

The fol,towing is a partial list of GeminiAl responses to my questions about immigration

bitts passed and pendingwith the V/V Legistature. There witl, be two format statements from

the Town Councit's of Ranson and Chartes Town attached in separate documents.

West Virginia House Bitt 2008 from the 2023 Regutar Session was a high-profite piece of

Legisl,ation focused on immigration law enforcement.

The bitt was signed into [aw by Governor Jim Justice on March 29,2023, and officiatLy took

effect on June 9,2023.

Key Provisions

The primary goat of the bitl, was to prevent "sanctuary city" poticies within West Virginia and

ensure tocat cooperation with federat immigration authorities. lts core components

inctude:

Prohibition of Sanctuary Cities: Locat entities (counties, municipatities, and taw

enforcement) are strictty prohibited from adopting poticies that restrict or prevent

the enforcement of federat immigration [aws.

a

a

a

a

Mandatory ICE Gooperation: Loca[ law enforcement and government agencies are

required to communicate with U.S. lmmigration and Customs Enforcement (lGE)

when they become aware of individuats residing in their jurisdiction who may be in

the country ittegatty.

lnquiry Authority: lt specificatl,y atl,ows potice officers, corrections officers, and

other official,s to inquire about the immigration status of a person who is under

"tawfut detention" or arrest.

Financial, Penal,ties: The bitt estabtished a $10,000 monthly fine for any

municipal,ity or county found to be "knowingty harboring" ittegal immigrants in

viotation of the [aw.

Anti-Discrimination Clause: A specific section notes that officiats may not

consider race, cotor, tanguage, or national, origin whil,e enforcing these [aws, except

as permitted bythe U.S. orWestVirginia Constitutions.

a



Gontext and Status

. Chapter: lt is recorded as Chapte r 282 of the Acts of the 2023 Regutar Session.

. Lead Sponsor: Detegate Todd Longanacre (R-Greenbrier).

. Current Standing: lt is currentty active law in West Virginia.

Note: lf you are looking for a more recent "House Bit[ 2008," there is a different HB 2008 in

lhe 202512026 session which deats with Executive Branch Reorganization (moving the

Office of Economic Devetopment under the Department of Commerce). Because bil.l,

numbers reset with new tegistatures, Ihe 2023 version and 2025 version are entirety

unretated.

Woul,d you Like me to look into the specific legaI definitions of "sanctuary city" as defined in

this 2023 bitt?

West Virginia House Bilt 2008 from the 2023 Regutar Session was a high-profite piece of

Legisl,ation focused on immigration law enforcement.

The bitt was signed into law by Governor Jim Justice on March 29,2023, and official,ty took

effect on June 9,2023.

Key Provisions

The primary goal, of the bil.t was to prevent "sanctuary city" poticies within West Virginia and

ensure locaI cooperation with federaI immigration authorities. lts core components

inctude:

Prohibition of Sanctuary Cities: LocaI entities (counties, municipatities, and law

enforcement) are strictl.y prohibited from adopting poticies that restrict or prevent

the enforcement of federaI immigration [aws.

Mandatory ICE Gooperation: Loca[ law enforcement and government agencies are

required to communicate with U.S. lmmigration and Gustoms Enforcement (lCE)

when they become aware of individuats residing in their jurisdiction who may be in

the country ittegatty.

a

a lnquiryAuthority: lt specificatl.y attows pol,ice officers, corrections officers, and

other officiats to inquire about the immigration status of a person who is under

"tawfuI detention" or arrest.

Financiat Penatties: The bitt estabtished a $10,000 monthly fine for any

municipal,ity or county found to be "knowingl,y harboring" ittegat immigrants in

viotation of the [aw.

a

a



. Anti-Discrimination Glause: A specific section notes that officiats may not

consider race, cotor, [anguage, or national origin white enforcing these [aws, except

as permitted bythe U.S. orWestVirginia Constitutions.

Context and Status

. Chapter: lt is recorded as Chapter 282 of the Acts of the 2023 Regutar Session.

. Lead Sponsor: Detegate Todd Longanacre (R-Greenbrier).

. Current Standing: lt is currentty active taw in West Virginia.

Here are the criticaI detaits regarding HB 5477, which focuses on state cooperation with

federaI immigration enforcement.

Sponsors

The bitt is sponsored by a group of Repubtican detegates:

. Primary Sponsor: Detegate Bitl, Ridenour (R - Jefferson)

. Gosponsors: * Joe Funkhouser

o Jim Butter

o Rick Hil,tenbrand

o Chris Phittips

o GuyWard

o Josh Hotstein

Key Provisions of H85477

The bitt, titl,ed "Retating to federaI immigration enforcement," seeks to mandate and

standardize how [oca[ and state taw enforcement interact with federaI authorities. lts most

important parts inctude:

M a nd ator V 287 (gl Pa rti ci pation : Req u i res state-su p po rted law e nfo rce me nt

agencies to appl,y for and maintain a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with U.S

lmmigration and Customs Enforcement (lCE).



a Jai[ Enforcement Modet: * Facitities with 300+ beds must seek the "JaiI

Enforcement Modet," which attows designated officers to perform certain internaI

immigration officer fu nctions.

Smatter facil,ities are required to seek the "Warrant Service Officer Modet."

Minimum Cooperation Standards: Mandates that taw enforcement share

information with ICE regarding the citizenship or immigration status of any individual

and notify ICE before reteasing an inmate who is subject to federaI immigration

action.

FinanciaI Penatties: Authorizes the withhotding of certain state funds from

agencies or municipal.ities that fait to compty with these enforcement requirements

Attorney Generat Oversight: Grants the state Attorney GeneraI the power to
conduct audits and comptiance reviews to ensure [oca[ agencies are fottowing the

Iaw.

lmmunity: Provides legaI immunity for state and locaI personnel who act in "good

faith" white carrying out these new requirements.

o

a

a

a

a

Current Status

lntroduced: Februa ry 1 2, 2026.

Location: Currentty pending in the House Judiciary Committee.

Proposed Effective Date: Aprit 1 ,2026 (if passed).

Betow is a draft letter designed for the Town CounciI or Mayor to send immediatety to

Chairman JB Akers and the House Judiciary Committee. lt is written to be firm but

professionat, focusing on the specific tegaI and budgetary concerns that resonate most

with Chairman Akers'background as a trial attorney and former municipat official,.

The possibte impact of this letter is to possibty get JB Akers to modify or even tabte the

proposed bitl, before it is voted on in his committee. lf it gets out to the ful,t House of

Detegates which leans MAGA, it may pass. I am not aware if the Senate has simitar

tegisl,ation. Finatty, the onty way to defeat a passed bitl, is to have the Governor veto it. Not

too Likety. (Christian Pechuekonis)

a

a

a



TO: The Honorabte JB Akers, Chair, House Judiciary Committee FROM: [Name of

Municipal,ityl Town CounciI DATE: February 24,2026 RE: Concerns Regarding House Bitt

547 7 (t4 and atory 287 (g) Pa rtici pati on )

Dear Chairman Akers and Members of the House Judiciary Committee,

As the governing body for the Town of [Town Name], West Virginia, we are writing to express

our formal concerns regarding House Baal5477, currentty before your committee.

White our Town remains futty committed to uphotding the mandatory cooperation

requirements estabtished by the Legistature in HB 2008 (20231and SB 615 (2026), we

betieve that the provisions in HB 5477 thal mandate participation in the federal Section

287(g) program represent a significant unfunded mandate and a direct infringement on

locat mu nicipaI autonomy.

SpecificaLty, the CounciI woutd Like to hightight the fottowing concerns:

. Unfunded Administrative Burden: Requiring our locat officers to participate in

federal, 287(g) training-which often lasts four weeks-woutd leave our community

under-patrotl,ed during that period. The costs of backfil,l.ing those shifts and the

administrative oversight required by S15-16-16 woutd fatt entirety on our [oca[

taxpayers.

. Erosion of Home Rule: OurTown Council and Potice Chief are in the best position

to determine how to atl,ocate our timited law enforcement resources to address the

specific criminat activities affecting our residents. Mandating federat deputization

l,imits our abitity to prioritize [oca[ pubLic safety.

. lmpact on Essentiat Pubtic Safety Funding: The enforcement mechanism in S15-

16-19, which threatens to withhotd state-supported funds, creates a "funding ctiff"

for smatter municipal,ities. This penatty coutd inadvertentty weaken our overat[ law

enforcement capabil,ities by stripping us of the very grants we use for equipment

and narcotics enforcement.

We respectfutty request that the Committee consider an amendment to HB5477lhal
preserves the vol,untary nature of the 287(g) program for municipatities, or at minimum,

provides a "Safe Harbor" for towns that can demonstrate that participation woutd create a

significant hardship for locaI emergency response times.



Thank you for your thoughtfut teadership and for your dedication to the rute of law in West

Virginia. We took forward to working with you to ensure our Town remains both comptiant

with state law and focused on the safety of our tocat residents.

Sincerety,

The [Town Name]Town Councit [Town Address/Contact lnfo]

lnstructions for Sending:

1. Emait Subject Line: URGENT: Opposition/Concerns regarding H85477 - [Town

Namel

2. Send to: jb.akers@wvhouse.gov

3. GC: Your l,ocat detegates (e.g., bitl,.ridenour@wvhouse.gov,

j oe.f u n khouse r@wvhou se. gov, a nd wayne'cta rk@wvhou se. gov).

4. Timing: Because the March 1st committee deadtine is this Sunday, sending this by

the cl,ose of business tomorrow is highty recommended.
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Public Safety and Community Information
Statement
Posted on Januarv 7 .2026 by Darla Armstrone

The City of Ranson is sharing the following statement to help provide clarity and understanding
related to public safety, applicable law, and the City's responsibilities. The statement reflects the

City's commitment to lawful governance, transparency, and respect for constitutional rights.

The City of Ranson would like to directly respond to recent questions, concerns, and public
comments raised by members of our community. We recognize that these issues evoke strong

emotions, and we believe it is important to address them with intention and transparency. The

City Council expects and encourages civility and mutual respect in all interactions with law
enforcement, whether that be city, county, or federal, both from law enforcement professionals

operating within our community and from members of the public engaging with them. Conduct

that undermines these values is inconsistent with the character of the Ranson community and the

standards of leadership and respect this City Council seeks to uphold.

It is essential to recognize all municipalities in West Virginia are governed by state law which
requires municipal law enforcement agencies to cooperate with federal immigration enforcement

activities and expressly prohibits cities from adopting policies or ordinances that conflict with
that requirement. The City is required to operate within those statutory obligations, and we do

not have discretion to act outside of the law, even when there are differing perspectives across

our community.

The City of Ranson does not participate in the federal immigration partnership program

authorized under Section 287(d of the Immigration and Nationality Act, which allows state or
local officers to act as federal immigration enforcement agents. City law enforcement officers are

not deputized as federal immigration agents, and the City does not exercise independent

authority to enforce federal immigration law beyond what is required under state and federal law.

The City's foremost responsibility remains the welfare and safety of all our community
members. That responsibility is carried out consistent with federal and state law and with the

constitutional protections afforded to every person.

Federal immigration enforcement activities are authorizedby law but are also subject to

constitutional limits. Those limits exist to protect individual rights and to guide the conduct of all
law enforcement professionals operating within our community, including the following
established protections :

Fourth Amendment protections prohibit warrantless entry onto private property. Law

enforcement officers, including immigration enforcement officers, may not enter homes or

nonpublic areas of businesses *itnouiu valid judicial warrant or the consent of a person with



lawful authority. Individuals may state "I do not consent to entry" or "l do not consent to a
search."

Fifth Amendment protections include the right to remain silent. Individuals are not required to
answer questions, sign documents, or make statements. If a person chooses to speak, they must
do so truthfully. First Amendment protections and the Right to Record Act protect the right to
observe and record law enforcement activities, including immigration enforcement, so long as

recording does not interfere with official duties.

Documentation requirements differ based on status. United States citizens are not required to
carry proof of citizenship. Lau{ul permanent residents and certain other noncitizens over the age

of eighteen are legally required to carry valid immigration documentation.

If individuals encounter immigration enforcement activity, remaining calm and composed helps
promote the safety and dignity of everyone involved. Individuals are encouraged to follow lawful
instructions provided by officers on the scene and to avoid actions that could escalate the

situation. Approaching these situations with patience and restraint helps reduce risk and supports

the wellbeing of the entire community.

If it is safe to do so, individuals may document the encounter or write down relevant details
afterward. Anyone who believes their rights have been violated should contact qualified legal
counsel to discuss appropriate and lawful options. Community members impacted by
immigration enforcement can access further resources through the National Immigrant Justice

Center.

The City's role is not to direct or control federal enforcement activity but to promote public
safety, lawful conduct, and respect for constitutional rights within our community. The City
intends to provide clarity to the public and to affirm the City's expectations regarding lawful,
professional, and respectful conduct by all who serve and engage within our community. We
remain committed to transparency, lawful governance, and providing accurate information so

community members can better understand their rights, responsibilities, and expectations
under the law.
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i4'n 3 Resolution 2026-003

City of Chades Town
101 Fiast Washington Streeq P.O. Box lt Chuks T*'n, W'I/ 25414

Phone: (304) 725-2371 o Web: ww'-clxrlest*nur.us

PU BTIC SAFETY PRACTICES RESOLUTION COT{CERil I NG I M M IG RATION

ET{FORCEMENT WITHIN THE MUNICIPAT LIMITS OF CHARLES TOWN

W|{EREAS, the City of Charles Town recognizes and values the diverse contributions of all
individuals, affirming its commitrnent to upholding the dignity and respect of all people; and

WHEREAS, the City of Charles Town affirms its commitment to public safety policies rooted in
investments in violence prevention, mental health supports, economic opportunity, and

constitutional policing with respect for civil and human rights for all; and

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor believe in upholding the due process rights enshrined in the
United State Constitution and laws, including those afforded to undocumented persons within the
United States; specifically, the Fifth Amendment provides that "No person shall...be deprived of life,
liberty, or property, without due process of law (emphasis addedl;"
WIIEREAS; municipalities in West Virginia are governed by W.Va. Code 15-15-3, which requires
municipal law enforcement agencies to cooperate with federalimmigration enforcement activities
and expressly prohibits cities from adopting policies or ordinances that conflict with the provisions

contained therein; and

IiTHEREAS, this Resolution is not intended to, and will not, obstruct, hinder, or interfere with the
legal exercise of federal immigration enforcement authority, but rather is intended to, and will,
enhance transparency, accountability, and public safety within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Charles Town does not participate in the federal immigration partnership

program authorized under Section 287(S) of the lmmigration and Nationality Act. City law

enforcement officers are not deputized as federal immigration agents, and the City does not
exercise independent authority to enforce federal immigration law beyond what is required under

state and federallaw; and

WHEREAS, other law enforcement agencies in Jefferson County have entered into a 287(gl

partnership agreement and have jurisdiction to enter and perform law enforcement activities within
the City of Charles Town, creating the possibility that individuals may be subject to federal

immigration enforcement by other law enforcement agencies within the Charles Town municipal

limits; and

WHEREAS, the City of Charles Town Police Department is entrusted to, and capable of, enforcing

local and state law in the City of Charles Town, and its law enforcement officers are trained to serve

the communities they know, to de-escalate conflict, and to operate within clear systems of
oversight; and

WHEREAS, in serving and protecting all City residents, the City does not stop, detain, arrest, or

transfer individuals based solely on real or perceived immigration status; and

WHEREAS, lndividuals facing immigration issues and needing assistance can contact the following
resources: u Mountain State Justice at ht!!s.:'.,[]qul,talllleJel!1slEg-o!3i9-{.1r--]4loI&]1x-!1i*ratlpt]]:



2l Catholic Charities of \[A/ at h$ps:l/www.ccwva.orrlorosrams/west-vir*inia-immisratioL:
refueee-resettlement-servicesl; 3) wvu Colhge ol Law lmmigration Clinic at
htto:1llaw.nruu.edu/clinics/irnmieration; af tirc ACIU at https://www.aclu.or]y'issues/immierants-
riehts;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CIW OT CHARLES TOWN,
WEST VIRGINIA:

1. That the City of Charles Town remains committed to law enforcement approaches that keep

our communities and residents safe, uphold civil rights, and respect the authority of local

leadership;

2. That the City will continue to decline participation in a federal immigration partnership
program pursuant to Section 287(gl of the lmmigration and Nationality Act and will not
allocate City resources for immigration enforcement, except where required by law;

Approved this day of February 2026.

M George, Mayor

By Council:

*ZM"
Elizabeth Ward 1

Jam Kratovil, Nate Hartman, Ward 31

{ri-
3 I Julie Smith, Ward 4

4

v\
Brent Manuel, City Cl

\


