
Gorporation of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
Zoning Gomptiance Permit Resotution of the Board of Zoning Appeal,s

Ghristian Pechuekonis, Application Number 2025-004seeks a variance to permit
instattation of four skytights on a historic structure. Located at 898 Washington Street
Btock I Lot 9" Ed Wheel,ess moved that the Board of Zoning Appeats adopt the fottowing
resotution:

WHEREAS, the captioned appl,ication has been property fited in accordance with the
requirements of the Town; and

WHEREAS, fottowing proper notice to the publ,ic, a pubtic hearing was hetd by the Board on
February 21,2025; and

WHEREAS, the Board has made the foltowingfindings of fact:

1. The appl.icant is the owner of the tand.
2. The present zoning is Residentiat.
3. The property is a contributing structure in the Harpers Ferry Historic District.
4. The historic use of the property is as a church.
5. The operative standards for roofs on historic resources in Part 13, Appendix A reads

"New dormers, skytights, roof decks, balconies or other additions shal"t on[y be
introduced on non-principat fagades and additions of this type shatt not be
prominentty in the pubtic view.".

6. The proposed skytights are not on the principal. fagade.
7. The proposed skytights, on the western etevation, wil.l, be in the pubtic view.
8. The Historic Landmarks Commission reviewed the appl,ication and recommended

denying the variance as it wiLl" atter the historic architecture and character of the
buitding.

WHEREAS, the Board has made the fotl.owing conctusions of [aw:

THAT the appticant's representative has presented testimony indicating that it is unl,ikety
that a new congregation coutd be found to continue use as a church, skytights on the
eastern etevation woutd be obscured from pubtic view, and a hardship exists for the
adaptive reuse of the buitding as a residence because the core of the buil,ding, the former
sanctuary, has onty four cotored-gtass windows which Limit naturat tight resutting in a very
dark interior. The Board has determined that:

1. The approval of the Variance witl not adversety affect the pubtic heatth, safety or
wetfare, or the rights of the abutting property owners or residents;

2. The request for the Variance arises from speciatconditions or attributes which
pertain to the property and were not created by the person requesting the Variance;



3. The approvaI of the Variance wit[ encourage the rehabititation of this historic church,
attow a source of natural tight into the buil,ding thus etiminating an unnecessary
hardship and permit a reasonabte Use of the land; and

4. The approval of the Variance witt a[[ow the intent of the Zoning Ordinance to be
observed and substantiat justice done.

NOW THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the subject apptication is APPROVED, with the
fol.l.owi ng devetopme nt cond itions:

1. This variance is approved for the dimensions, profil.e and ptacement of the skytights
as shown in the captioned apptication and is not transferabte.

This approvat, contingent upon the above-noted conditions, shatt not retieve the appl"icant
from comptiance with the provisions of any appl,icabl,e ordinances, regutations or adopted
standards. This decision is unique to the subject property and is not to be construed as a
precedent for other contributing structures in the historic district.

Bart Wheattey seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 3-0. Ms. Pechuekonis and
Mr. Simmons were absent from the meeting.

A CopyTeste: nd
Ed Wheel,ess, Vice Chair
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