Lewis Leary, trying to escape was struck in his '

back by a bullet as he waded across the Shenan-
doah River. Leary, muri;rllly wounded, slowly
died as day turned to dusk, saying as his last
words, “l am ready to die.” He had left his wife
and child at Oberlin, Dhio, to enlist with John
Brown.

Dangerfield Newby died from a gunshot wound
to his head at the lower end of High Street in
Harpers Ferry. His body was mutilated. Towns-
people “cut off his genitals, slit his throat, and
rammed sticks into his wounds.” His ears were

cut off. “The Tawn's hogs finished off the body.”

Newby had hoped to free his wife and children

enslaved on a plantation at Brentville, Virginia.

Before his execution and on the eve of his
abortive attempt to seize the Harpers Ferry
arsenal, John Brown spoke of the provisional
army's future. In reality, it was an epitaph for all

who would die. “We have only one life to

live, and once to die, and if we lose our
lives it will do more for the cause than

our lives would be worth in any other
way.” And so it is as it was.

What more can be said?

These men joined their lives, tears, and blood
in the great torrent of blood and tears that was

to be the Civil War's terrible swift sword.

Abraham Lincoln captured in words the Civil

War holocaust in his second inaugural when he

_phrased the reasons for the war, “Fondly do

we. hope-fervently do we pray-that this
mighty scourge of war may speedily pass
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue,
until all the wealth piled by the bond-
man’s two hundred and fifty years of toil
shall be sunk, and until every drop of
blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid
by another with the sword, as was said
three thousand years ago, so still it must
be said, /“the judgments of the Lord, are
true and righteous altogether.” InLincoln's
mind the Civil War was the awful justice of the Lord
Bod Jehavah. The entire nation had to pay a costly

price for slavery.
The legacy of that cost is still with us.
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The initial actions by John Brown in Chat- by a man whu resembled an Old Testament Beckham was well liked by blacks and whites.

ham are as follows: In a secret conclave in prophet, slng mazlgﬁﬁ‘@!r ) in th mind fog He had become angry at the death of his
Chatham on May 8, 1858, “Captain” John to Harpers Ferry for'a re 7 _' H‘ %4 ' v. ;1) frlend 3ud co-worker at the train station.
Brown wrote a new constitution, establish- The day of march was I]t:tuher' 1B, IBEH% . i F!‘ﬁ urder enraged the citizens of
ing a Provisional Government of the United engine house, later John Bruwns Furt was- i _. ‘--*‘Ihey became an angry
States that dealt with the slavery issue. In a quickly taken and the two watnhmen werevr.\gp- ' : 3

quick election, Captain Brown became the tured. To his captives, John Brown announced hIS.\ 7 ! agks7who fnllnwed .Jﬁhn Brown's
Commander in Chief of the Provisional intentions: “| came here from Kansas, an.d-thi_s"igx_“ S '--‘ l e'arienal at first successful,
Army. This amorphous band began to take a slave state. | have possession of the United o N ie failure was a lost battle
shape with recruits in New England, New States Armory, and if citizens interfere with me, 1. . ) '__ ft\ﬁ F = ‘E\Er.y' '[hg drama of the
York, Kansas and Canada. The tocsin call to must burn the town and have blood!” - io ; 5 pralude to the

battle had been sounded! The army was While Brown had anhleved his initial nhjEl:tIVE & ~“gami I | ] 'r larger and

i ;;;?1 this pmnt 4, Y ’ oy I 'Pﬁﬁ_‘\(ﬁﬂ —

gathering to emancipate the slaves for a the operation went

future freedom'’s redoubt in Harpers Ferry,
Virginia. There the federal arsenal would
Y= ) AR e R
provide the military means to save the of Ty NN "has [an wp|ttg|‘| about John Brown
United States from the sin of slavery. This : men -'., v and riot mwl:h mh,s aiders. What of that
l J
. valiant vanguet-d nﬁbcks that risked death

in what pro- slavary |JEI:I|J|B viewed as servile

plan would be a religious, as well as a politi-

cal battle.
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The liberating agents would be Brown's -
sons, Owen, Oliver .and, Wetsuq..thlrtun: "
other w'ﬁl}es anﬂl mks itun Fdﬁﬂl’ﬁf
twenty one. Bran ssﬁi:retall'y Ef'war J ’I'rrr

\uu“f -

Henry Kagi's whuse l:ﬂ" tu Eaua&a J1aﬂ pt-n- T L

‘dﬂh‘n n‘paland a white college student, and

i l’l‘l’-B h|ﬂﬂk Shﬂt by Wﬂt' - Shields Green, friend of Frederick Douglass,
duced two blacks, Steward Taylur ‘a splrltu- v : :
list. and Osh “F And ; © . son ET'"W“ Whl’-"E hE was. surprised by a voice were executed, hanged separately by those
et ane Tenrn = pmn Etb N - _that | had ﬂl‘dBFl’-d'hlm to halt. ﬂl"‘ warld is filled " who maintained “segregation at the gallows".
Fram Oberlin, I]hlu name JuTIrr'A -Eupeland e coT e .
e W|th irnies such as this. Later un~the Mayur of - - Steward Taylor, shot at the Engine House
and his uncle, Le r*vils Leary Twu freed slaves ) T S
dth sation, Shields B o N Harpers F-EJ""I -Eﬂ"tﬂ"]l’- Benkﬁam Wﬂﬂld |ﬂSE his - (now named John Brown's Fort), died a slow
joined the army m :ithe ion, Shields Green ~. L .-
life. He was shot: at thl’- rmlrnad Stﬁi'"" by ane of and agonizing death. He begged to be killed
and Dangerfield Newby. These recruits, led
John Bruwn s sharI'PRsélg{J\urt\grss IIE:d(\)mn Eupput: to end his agony. .
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